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“Why New York™ marks the fourth exhibition of the artists trio, Chen Danging, Ma Kelu and Feng
Lianghong. Being the forerunners at the various stages in the progress of Chinese contemporary art,
these artists first met in New York in the 1990s. In that culturally rich yet unrelenting environment of
Manhattan and Brooklyn, they single—handedly launched their artistic practice, provided camaraderie
to each other and exchanged ideas about art. In the new millennium, they’ve returned to China
respectively. Bearing in mind their artistic ideals, their friendship and experiences of New York
reunite them to hold frequent exhibitions together. With this collaboration built on friendship, they
continue to discover and develop one’s own potential through the mirror of the others, as they
persevere and temper in reaching their ideals in art.

Unlike the previous retrospective exhibitions, the artists present their most recent works. Chen
Danging’s study on Picasso and other Western artists along with Chinese landscape painting and
calligraphy is revealed in his conceptual painting “Catalogue”, a work that addresses the complex
notions of drawing, translation, compositional lexicon and pictorial transformation. Ma Kelu’s “Ada”
series embodies a principle of the “unconscious”, whose cursive and hyper expressive techniques
adroitly integrates with the emotional elements of the painting to render “true nature”. Feng
Lianghong’s works encompass the various aspects of his exploration about painting since 2012,
to render a sense of spatial texture through the layering of monochromatic schemes and realms.

In the curatorial text written for this exhibition, Chen Danging stated the marks New York has left in
their respective practice even after a decade since their return to China. All three artists are natives
of Shanghai, and upon their return to the motherland, it is the first time they are gathering here
again, and with this exhibition, not only to capture the glories of their time, but also to exemplify
their energetic attitude in going forward.
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(A5 | CHEN DANQING

HEE FRall, 19653FAETEE . ZAR. R, XZWER. 1970F—1978F 4RI m . HALRITIEIAE
F, HEBJ%E, 2ENMERSN NEER". 1978FZE NP REARZFUHEM KAV, 1980F LW BR
E2, 1980F N (FEAE) EHNPFINZAR, WANNEBUNNEXNEEZIE, 1982F, KBRS
[EEE., 2000FHKABRIEHBFTERZEARALZRENIHR. BLESIH. AXNHABHENOHEFE. ZIRMELIA
B, BABETF2004F 108, slEMRARE,

LR, HRXE (AOBHC) . (BRASERZL) . (FROFEM) . (BFE) . (BF&EEHRE) . (
S5HEABERIX) F.

FRBTICENS XX, #HEE—MAKEMIIE FEMXENSR, FEERENABB.

Born in Shanghai in 1953, Chen Danging’s family home is Taishan, Guangdong province. He is an artist,
writer, and art critic. From 1970 to 1978, He was sent to the countryside of southern Ganzhou and later
to the suburbs of Nanjing, during which he learned painting himself and was known as “Educated Youth
Painter”. In 1978, he was accepted into the oil paintings department of China Central Academy of Fine
Arts as a graduate student. He stayed and taught at the school after his graduation in 1980. In the same
year, his paintings of Tibetans received worldwide recognition and were recognized as a classic of ep—
och—making significance. In 1982, Chen resigned and moved to America. He returned to China in 2000 as
a professor and doctoral supervisor at Tsinghua University Academy of Fine Arts. In October 2004, be—
cause of dissatisfaction with enrollment system, he resigned from Tsinghua Academy.

» o«

Mr. Chen has published essays “Writings from New York”, “Chen Danging Music Notes”, “The Extra Ma—

terial”, "Step Backwards Set”, "Collection of Serial on the Back™, "Talk with Chen Danging: A collection of
Special Column Articles in Art World”, etc.

Both the way he paints and writes presents elegance and simplicity, wisdom and frankness, and it is full of
the charm of his unique personality.
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BAF38 Chen Danqing | 56712, 2 — Picasso No.1

50.5 x 60.5 cm | FAEHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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f&f5 Chen Danqing | ££51Z& 2 — Picasso No.2

50.5 x 61 cm | @S HE Oil on canvas | 2014
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BAF}E Chen Danqing | 5212 2 = Picasso No.3

50.5 x 60.5 cm | faEHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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F&F8 Chen Danqing | 52402 29 Picasso No.4

50.5 x 60.5 cm | faEHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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BAF15E Chen Danqing | 52122 A Picasso No.5

50.5 x 60.5 cm | famE#E Oil on canvas | 2014
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BAF}8& Chen Danqing | 524122 7% Picasso No.6

55.5 x 90 cm | FAEHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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PR35 Chen Danqing | 52412 2t Picasso No.7

60 x 75.5 cm | R @ HE Oil on canvas | 2014
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f&F35 Chen Danqing | 561X EZE Picasso Duo

50.5 x 60.5 cm | FREHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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F&F35 Chen Danqing | &1L#E kX2 Wen Zhengming @ National Palace Museum, Taipei

180 x 250 cm | R EHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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[%F+5 Chen Danqing | #B I EERIX 4 Wen Zhengming Surrounded by Copybooks

101 x 228 cm (=E%) in 3 panels | FEHE Oil on canvas | 2015
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P15 Chen Danqing | 7ZET5 i241H/R .2 — De Kooning & Schnabel No.1

101 x 152 cm  (FEX) in 2 panels | FAEHIE Oil on canvas | 2014
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FAF15 Chen Danqing | 7ZET5 ieE2H1H/RZ = De Kooning & Schnabel No.2

101 x 152 cm  (FEX) in 2 panels | TR EHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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B35 Chen Danqing | XFEE AL 2 = Shina Nanga Taisei Vol.3

101 x 228 cm  (=B%) in 3 panels | #EHE Oil on canvas | 2014
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[5F35 Chen Danqing | JZ/ENGZEHE Chunhuagetie Suit

92 x 138 cm | faE HE Oil on canvas | 2014
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gr[E | MA KELU

1954FHAET g, BFRE. tTFEAZENTEAVIR TRER MR, N\TERSSTIIRERNHRE
ESLE/NANBIES RIDER) . — U/ U\EFEROM. EE, RITRR. RFERIIAN. R ERGEmMES
REE., BzRELEXENAONIAFTEFZR. SRERMSIEEZMEXETSETASERRT, BEE
EZAAESEHEHEREZANE, 2006FKEEFE, MEILR, BRAZAR,

Ma Kelu was born in Shanghai in 1954 and taught himself art during the Cultural Revolution. He was also
one of the founding members of the “No Name Art Group” throughout the 70s and 80s. In the early 80s
he was among the abstract painters to exhibit and work with the earliest experimental abstract painting
group. In 1988, he traveled in Europe and U.S., then settled in New York City at the end of the year. He
was awarded the Skowhagan Scholarship for painting and sculpture fellowship for painting. Then he en—
tered The Imperial State College of State University of New York. He has hosted countless solo and group
exhibitions in the U.S. and across Europe. He has also lectured at numerous North America universities

and written extensively about art. He returned to Beijing in 2006, where he currently lives and works as an
independent artist.
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Or[& Ma Kelu | (Ada) fRZ L No.2 “Ada” Silver Purple L No.2

290 x 290 cm | FE;#HE Oil on canvas | 2017
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Ou[€ Ma Kelu | I7#7/H No.2 Ada/White No.2

146 x 146 cm | fnmEdEE Oil on canvas | 2017
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Ir]E€ Ma Kelu | 7#7/H No.3 Ada/White No.3

146 x 146 cm | fnmEdEE Oil on canvas | 2017
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OE[E Ma Kelu | Il7#7/4T No.2 Ada/Red No.2

146 x 146 cm | Fn@EHE Oil on canvas | 2016-2017
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A2 Ma Kelu | [#T/4R2E No.2 Ada/Silver Black No.2

146 x 146 cm | FoEDHE! Oil on canvas | 2016-2017
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Sa]E€ Ma Kelu | I17#7/# 4 No.2 Ada/Purple No.2

146 x 146 cm | fnmEHE Oil on canvas | 2017
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Ir[E2 Ma Kelu | 7#T No.3 Ada No.3

60 x 60 cm | 4% _L3MiE Oil on paper | 2016
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al& Ma Kelu | 74T No.6 Ada No.6

60 x 60 cm | & _E5#E Oil on paper | 2016
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A2 Ma Kelu | l7#T No.7 Ada No.7

60 x 60 cm | Z&_-38®E Oil on paper | 2016
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a2 Ma Kelu | l7#T No.13 Ada No.13

60 x 60 cm | 4% _L3MiE Oil on paper | 2016
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a2 Ma Kelu | l7#T No.21 Ada No.21

60 x 60 cm | & _E5#E Oil on paper | 2016
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Or[E Ma Kelu | Il7#T No.27 Ada No.27

60 x 60 cm | 4 _L3MiE Oil on paper | 2016
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Zr]&€ Ma Kelu | l7#T No.53 Ada No.53

60 x 60 cm | Z&_-58®E Oil on paper | 2016
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A2 Ma Kelu | [li#T No.61 Ada No.61

60 x 60 cm | Z&_-5HiE Oil on paper | 2016
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A2 Ma Kelu | I7#T No.63 Ada No.63

60 x 60 cm | 4 _LjdiE Oil on paper | 2016




Ir]€ Ma Kelu | Il7#T No.65 Ada No.65

60 x 60 cm | Z&_E5HiE Oil on paper | 2017
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BET | FENG LIANGHONG

1962F4TF £i8, 1983F LT EBT ZEARER; 1989F LW FIbRART ZERZER (BUBLREERE
7)o EHEN\TERYELETRENMREGEA SN 719855 L8 A GE-— AR IR "89REMT
ZARRE. 1990FhEERALN, HEEE, XFMARINZRAHRRMBRZAFHNA ML a7 T/
THRERARTY, 2006 FMESEHREZENEES5LE, SRENTRASMERE, WEE. THETIER.

Feng Lianghong was born in Shanghai in 1962. He graduated from the Shanghai Art and Design School

in 1983. In 1989, he graduated from the Central Academy of Arts and Design (now The Academy of Arts
and Design of Tsinghua University). Feng began to work on his abstract painting in the early 1980’s and
has participated the Modern Paintings: Six Artists in Shanghai in 1985 and the Modern Art in China at the
National Museum of Art in 1989.

Feng Lianghong moved to the U.S. in 1990 and then settled down in New York where he has focused on
modern and contemporary art, in continuous exploration the possibility of abstract art. He returned to
China in 2006 where he currently lives and works, continuing extensive thoughts and practices of abstract
painting and has held numerous exhibitions since then.
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/BER Feng Lianghong | 16-5-7

200 x 250 cm | faE;#HE Oil on canvas | 2016
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SR8 Feng Lianghong | 4T Red

200 x 250 cm | fE;HE Oil on canvas | 2012



HAI L
Gill:I_Al%gART

/B8 Feng Lianghong | 2 13-2 Yellow 13-2

200 x 250 cm | FnEHE Oil on canvas | 2013
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/3 ER8 Feng Lianghong | 15-10-1

200 x 190 cm | fa@E#E Oil on canvas | 2015




HAI|
Giﬂ%ﬁART :

/BRI Feng Lianghong | 16-5-3

200 x 190 cm | o @ HE Oil on canvas | 2016
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/B ERI8 Feng Lianghong | ZH 12-6 Black White 12-6

50 x 80 cm | FEAE Oil on canvas | 2012
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/B8 Feng Lianghong

HEH 12-6 Black White 12-7

50 x 80 cm | #REHE Oil on canvas | 2012
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/BR8 Feng Lianghong | X5 11-16 Landscape 11-16

51 x 61 cm | FEAEE Oil on canvas | 2011
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/BER8 Feng Lianghong | X & 11-17 Landscape 11-17

51 x 61cm | FESEE Oil on canvas | 2011
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/B8 Feng Lianghong | 15-12-1

170 x 140 cm | #REHE Oil on canvas | 2015
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/B ERI8 Feng Lianghong | 15-12-2

200 x 190 cm | #REHE Oil on canvas | 2015
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/3RS Feng Lianghong | 2 H 17-8-4 Black White 17-8-4

250 x 200 cm | faE#iE Oil on canvas | 2017
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/3RS Feng Lianghong | 17-7-3

180 x 150 cm | R @ HE Oil on canvas | 2017
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/BRB Feng Lianghong | ZH 12-4 Black White 12-4

50 x 80 cm | FEAE Oil on canvas | 2012
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/BERI8 Feng Lianghong | ZZH 12-5 Black White 12-5

50 x 80 cm | #REHE Oil on canvas | 2012
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Shanghai Gallery of Art | ;P ER &R

PEmEBXPILE—KIS3E (O] FRE)
3F, No.3 Zhong Shan Dong Yi Road, Shanghai 200002, China

Hours of Operation: 10:00~19:00
emma.zhong@on-the—bund.com
86-21-63215757

www.shanghaigalleryofart.com
m.artsy.net/shanghai—gallery—of—art
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