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Born in August, 1953 in Shanghai, Chen Danqging graduated from junior high school in 1969. He went to
the countryside and lived in communes in Jiangxi and Jiangsu provinces, respectively, from 1970 to 1977.
Chen’ s success in teaching himself painting during his time resulted in his admission to the Oil Painting
Department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA) in Beijing as a member of the first postgraduate
class after the Cultural Revolution, in September 1978. His two years of study led to the creation of his
thesis project, Tibetan Paintings, in 1980. In the same year, he served as an instructor in the First Studio
of the Oil Painting Department of CAFA until 1981. At the beginning of 1982, he went abroad to study in
New York at his own expense and became a professional painter. Chen later accepted the appointment to
teach in the Academy of Arts and Design at Beijing’ s prestigious Tsinghua University in January 2000. He
resigned from that post in 2006 to become a freelance professional artist.

Chen Danging

Major Exhibitions
2017 "Why New York"- CHEN DANQING, MA KELU, FENG LIANGHONG,
Shanghai Gallery of Art, Shanghai, China
2016 "Picture Albums as Still Life", Solo Exhibition at the Chinese Academy of Oil Painting, Beijing, China
2014 "Nature Morte and Still Life", Solo Exhibition at the Suzhou Museum, Suzhou, China
2011 "Forty-year Story Retrospective Exhibition", Chinese Academy of Oil Painting / Jiangxi Art Museum /
Jiangsu Art Museum / Shanghai Art Museum, China
2010 "Ten-year Homecoming Exhibition of Chinese Oil Painting”,
Chinese Academy of Oil Painting, Beijing, China
2008 "1976-2008 Chinese Contemporary Art Exhibition", Holland Contemporary Art Museum, Holland
2002-2004 Retrospective Touring Exhibition, Germany / Italy / Spain / Poland / Romania
2003 Contemporary Art Exhibition in the Austria Center Museum, Vienna
2001 Contemporary Art Invitational Exhibition at Belgium's Woolston Museum, Belgium
2000-2001 Solo Retrospective Touring Exhibition, Tsinghua University / Hubei Institute of Fine Arts /
Lu Xun Academy of Fine Arts / Guangdong Art Museum / Jiangsu Art Museum /
Shanghai Art Museum, China
1998 Solo Exhibition at the Art Gallery of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hongkong
1995 Solo Exhibition at the Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall, Taipei, Taiwan
1994 Solo Exhibition at the California Institute of Arts, USA
1986 New York Grand Central Gallery Exhibition, New York, USA
1983 Solo Exhibition at the Varley Findlay Gallery, New York, USA
1982 People's Republic of China Art Exhibition, Spring Salon in Paris, France
1980 Graduate Exhibition of the Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China
1977 Army Art Exhibition, China
National Fine Arts Exhibition, China

Major Publications
2016 "Tibet andI" (painting series)
2014 "Nature Morte and Still Life" (album)
2013 "The Mire of Talk"
"A Voyage of Ignorance”(travel notes)
"Essays”
2012 "Reminiscences of Literature" (lecture notes from Mu Xin)
2011 "Forty-year Story" (album)
2010 "Chen Danging Returned: A Decade of Painting and Sketches"
"Talk about Lu Xun"
2008 "Anthology of Neglect"
2007 "Talks with Chen Danging"
"A Sequel of Anthology of Regression”
2005 "Anthology of Regression"
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2003 "Superfluous Materials"
2002 "Music Notes of Chen Danqing”
2000 "Random Notes from New York"

Major Honors and Awards

Chen won the Asian Outstanding Artist Award conferred by New York State in 1989 and the Best Mentor
award granted by Tsinghua University for three consecutive years (2001, 2002 and 2003). He was also
honored as one of the "2015 Top Ten People” by both Southern Weekend and Net Ease, as well being
named as in the "2015 Top Ten Elite" by Brand Magazine. In 2007, his book, Anthology of Regression, was
ranked among the "2007 Top Ten Books" by Beijing National Library. In addition, in 2013 the publication of
his notes of lectures titled Reminiscences of Literature delivered by his teacher, Mu Xin, won the "Award for
the Best Book of the Year","Annual Event Award", and "Award for Annual Best Criticism", as well as being
cited among the "Top Ten Books" of 2013.



